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Allen ISD Curriculum Overview 
Core Beliefs About Curriculum 
 

The Allen ISD Learner Services Department believes that equitable educational opportunity for each learner begins with a culture that adopts the following core beliefs         

in regard to curriculum: 

● Based on the Texas Essential Knowledge & Skills (TEKS) and is process driven 

● Designed for mastery of student learning outcomes 

● Developed in collaboration with teachers 

● Aligned horizontally and vertically 

● Communicated in fluid documents, revised regularly, based on performance data 
and stakeholder feedback 

● Accessible to all students and differentiated to address the needs of each learner 

● Provides for rigorous and relevant learning 

● Promotes future ready learning outcomes 

● Supports the Allen ISD Graduate Profile 

● Supported by authentic and ongoing professional learning 
 

       Definition of Curriculum 
 

Curriculum is a plan developed by and for teachers, to use for instruction, based on the academic standards, Texas Essential Knowledge & Skills (TEKS), as   

determined by the State of Texas for each academic content area. The curriculum specifies the content standard (the What) and the performance standard (the Why)  

of the student objectives and should be aligned to both the instruction (the How) and the assessment. 
 

Teacher Role 

Based on a deep understanding of the curriculum, the teacher, in collaboration with the PLC (Professional Learning Community) , is responsible for using the locally   
adopted curriculum to design and deliver effective learning experiences. Characteristics of effective learning experiences: 
 

● Incorporate research based, process driven, instructional strategies 

● Align to the district curriculum 

● Differentiate curriculum and instruction to ensure student success 

● Ensure equal access to the curriculum and equitable delivery to each learner 

● Utilize data and assessments to identify students’ learning strengths and needs 

● Include identified Readiness and Supporting Standards which play a vital role in 
student learning 

 
 

Curriculum Delivery 
 

The curriculum is comprised of both non-negotiable and negotiable components. Non-negotiable components of the curriculum are required to be implemented with fidelity.  
The Allen ISD non-negotiable curriculum 

 Aligns to content and performance levels of the TEKS 

 Includes Content Standards and Process Standards, as well as Clarifiers 

 Follows a designated unit sequence reflecting the order in which content is taught 

 Maintains appropriate pacing within approximately one week of the district pacing calendar 

 Ensures 100% coverage of the curriculum by the end of the course 

 Integrates technology to support content, when applicable 

 Includes additional non-negotiable components specified within particular content area 
 

The Allen ISD curriculum may contain additional negotiable components that have been vetted for alignment and are recommended to be implemented in the design 

    and delivery of instruction 
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§114.35. American Sign Language, Level II (One Credit), Adopted 2014. 
 Introduction. 

(1)  The study of world languages is an essential part of education. In the 21st century language classroom, students gain an understanding of two basic aspects of human existence: 
the nature of communication and the complexity of culture. Students become aware of multiple perspectives and means of expression, which lead to an appreciation of difference and 
diversity. Further benefits of foreign language study include stronger cognitive development, increased creativity, and divergent thinking. Students who effectively communicate in 
more than one language, with an appropriate understanding of cultural context, are globally literate and possess the attributes of successful participants in the world community. 
(2)  Communication is the overarching goal of world language instruction. Students should be provided ample opportunities to engage receptively and expressively in conversations, 
to present information expressively to an audience, and to comprehend cultural and linguistic aspects of the language. The American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages 
(ACTFL) identifies three modes of communication: interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational. 

(A)  In the interpersonal mode of communication, students engage in direct signed communication with others without voice. Examples of this "two-way" communication 
include but are not limited to signing face to face or in a group discussion. Interpersonal communication includes receptive and expressive skills. 
(B)  In interpretive (receptive) mode of communication, students demonstrate understanding of receptively viewed communication within appropriate cultural contexts. 
Examples of this type of "one-way" receptive comprehension include but are not limited to ASL video weblogs (or vlogs), other signed presentations, and signed DVD 
conversations. 
(C)  In presentational (expressive) mode of communication, students present information in expressive form without voice to an audience of receptive listeners with whom 
there is no immediate expressive interaction. Examples of this "one-to-many" mode of communication include but are not limited to an expressively signed presentation to a 
group or recorded presentation where there is no receptive listener present to respond. 

(3)  The use of age-level appropriate and culturally authentic resources is imperative to support the teaching of the essential knowledge and skills for languages other than English 
(LOTE). The use of culturally authentic resources in world language study enables students to make connections with other content areas, to compare the language and culture 
studied with their own, and to participate in local and global communities. 
(4)  ASL difficulty has been determined by standards of the Foreign Service Institute and Defense Language Institute as a Level IV out of four (Level IV being the most difficult). The 
American Sign Language Teachers Association (ASLTA) states the challenge to ASL is primarily in the modality of learning. This conclusion is based on the complex grammar 
system and significant structural and cultural differences in the language. Students are generally seated in a semi-circle to facilitate visual communication, notes cannot be taken 
without looking away from the primary source of information, and instruction occurs in the target language where learning is done spatially and words are not processed sequentially. 
The linear nature of spoken language cannot be used in ASL and the simultaneous expression of complex units is used. The level of difficulty of ASL should be noted. 
(5)  While other languages possess a spoken and/or written element, ASL incorporates manual components with no verbal and/or written form. ASL is a fully developed natural 
language that is used by members of the North American Deaf Community. The language is distinct from gestures seen in spoken languages in that signs used in ASL are controlled 
by the structures of its linguistic system, independent of English. ASL encompasses all of the features that make a language a unique, rule-governed communication system. ASL 
includes handshapes, movements, and other grammatical features needed to form signs and sentences, and parts combine to make wholes. It is not a simplified language and 
contains structures and processes that English does not. The premise of Deaf culture is rooted in the language itself and cannot be separated. 
(6)  ASL is a signed language where the modes of communication involve different skills than written and/or spoken languages. ASL is not a formal written language; glossing is the 
term used to describe a chosen written system of symbols devised to transcribe signs and nonmanual signals to an English equivalent. Since ASL information is received visually and 
not in an auditory manner, communication skills in ASL are defined as follows: 

(A)  interpretive listening and reading targets are called interpretive receptive; 
(B)  one-to-one interpersonal targets are called receptive and expressive; and 
(C)  one-to-many presentational speaking is expressed through signs and the target is presentational expressive. 

(7)  Using age-appropriate materials, students in ASL Level II develop the ability to perform the tasks of the novice-to-intermediate language learner. The novice-to-intermediate 
language learner, when dealing with familiar topics, should understand ASL phrases receptively and respond expressively with learned material; sign learned words, concepts, 
phrases, and sentences; recognize the importance of communication and how it applies to the American Deaf culture; and recognize the importance of accuracy of expression by 
knowing the components of ASL. Students use expressive and receptive skills for comprehension. 
(8)  ASL Level II proficiency levels, as defined by ACTFL and ASLTA, are as follows: interpersonal receptive, novice mid; interpersonal expressive, intermediate low; interpretive 
receptive, intermediate low; and presentational expressive, intermediate mid. 
(9)  Students who have fully or partially acquired the skills required at each proficiency level through home or other immersion experiences are known as heritage speakers. Heritage 
speakers may be allowed to accelerate based on their ability to demonstrate a proficiency in the Texas essential knowledge and skills at the prescribed proficiency level and 
communicate across all modes of communication. According to ASLTA's National K-16 ASL Standards, "heritage language learning is an emerging issue in ASL instruction. The 
formal instruction of ASL to deaf is a very recent phenomenon, as is the availability of ASL instruction in K-12 settings for hearing children of deaf parents. Heritage language learning 
is an important and developing interest in the field of ASL teaching and learning." 
(10)  Statements containing the word "including" reference content that must be mastered, while those containing the phrase "such as" are intended as possible illustrative examples 
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Grade level – Level II  Time Allotted:     20   Days    
Content Area – American Sign Language 
Unit Name: Life and Personal 
Subtheme: Personality and Opinions 

 

Strand TEKS Statement 

U
n
i
t 

TEKS 

Student Expectation/District Clarification 

Interpersonal 
communication: 
expressive and 
receptive 
signing 

The student communicates in ASL 
using expressive and receptive 
communication skills without voice.  
The student is expected to: 

1 1A 

 Engage in a variety of ASL exchanges of learned material to socialize and to provide and obtain 

information 

● I can share opinions when others share about their awful day. *IL 

  

1D 

Demonstrate appropriate usage of ASL phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and 
pragmatics 

● I can explain multiple aspects of my awful day. *HN 

 

Interpretive 
communication: 
receptive 
signing 

The student communicates in ASL 
using expressive and receptive 
communication skills without 
voice.  The student is expected to: 

 

1B 

Demonstrate an understanding of basic ASL such as simple stories, everyday commands, and 
brief instructions when dealing with familiar topics 

● I can understand teacher announcements about when an assignment is due. *IL 

● I can understand simple compliments about my personality. 

 

Presentational 
communication: 
expressive 
signing 

The student communicates in ASL 
using expressive and receptive 
communication skills without 
voice.  The student is expected to: 

 

1C 

Convey information in ASL using familiar words, concepts, classifiers, phrases, and sentences to 
others without voice 

● I can create a signed dating profile stating my personality characteristics and 

preferences. *IL 
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Content Vocabulary 

Bite Lick Shed Meow Jump up 

Bark Lose Spill Steal Break 

Fight (physical) Forget Take Tattle Cry 

Scream/yell Lie Fight/argue (verbal) Drop Afraid 

Complain Mischievous Go out Late Borrow 

Clean/neat freak Oversleep Tempted Spend money fast Bite nails 

Smoke cigarette Leave alone Body odor Commute (back and forth) Broke 

Behind work Loud/noisy Nosy Bother Come to 

Gossip Jealous Stubborn Crazy Odd/strange 

Opinion Hate Delicious Detest Believe 

Against Support Advice/advise Good enough Wonderful 

Lousy Agree disagree Weak Suggest 

Recommend Like Don’t like Feel good Enjoy 

Excited Sympathize with Happy Fun awful 

Worn out Frustrated Depressed bitter  

Enduring Understandings/Essential Questions 

 

 

 

 

 

Signature Lessons 

● Communicating using American Sign Language, students create a new character with personality traits and participate in an online discussion introducing themselves. 

Resources 

●  

Textbook Alignment 

●  

Formative Assessment 

●  

Summative Assessment 

● Presentational: Create an online video profile explaining personality and dating preferences. 

● Interpersonal: Engage in a conversation about an awful day. 
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Grade level – Level II  Time Allotted:     20   Days    
Content Area – American Sign Language 
Unit Name: Life and Personal 
Subtheme: How To 

 

Strand TEKS Statement 

U
n
i
t 

TEKS 

Student Expectation/District Clarification 

Interpersonal 
communication: 
expressive and 
receptive 
signing 

The student communicates in ASL 
using expressive and receptive 
communication skills without voice.  
The student is expected to: 

1 1A 

 Engage in a variety of ASL exchanges of learned material to socialize and to provide and obtain 

information 

● I can discuss the steps to complete a finished product with a classmate. *NH 

  

1D 

Demonstrate appropriate usage of ASL phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and 
pragmatics 

● I can use spatial organization to visually describe steps of a project. *NH 

 

Interpretive 
communication: 
receptive 
signing 

The student communicates in ASL 
using expressive and receptive 
communication skills without 
voice.  The student is expected to: 

 

1B 

Demonstrate an understanding of basic ASL such as simple stories, everyday commands, and 
brief instructions when dealing with familiar topics 

● I can understand multi-step directions. *IL 

 

Presentational 
communication: 
expressive 
signing 

The student communicates in ASL 
using expressive and receptive 
communication skills without 
voice.  The student is expected to: 

 

1C 

Convey information in ASL using familiar words, concepts, classifiers, phrases, and sentences to 
others without voice 

● I can describe a simple process. *NH 

● I can present information about something I learned in the community. 

 

     

     

     

     

     

Content Vocabulary 

Accept Postpone Exchange/trade Miss Exact/precise 

Behavior/act Different Decide Suppose/if Idea 
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Show up/appear Guess/miss out Someone Arrive Tape 

Glue Scissors How to Talent Craft 

Things Circle Square Rectangle Triangle 

Fold Paint decorate   

Enduring Understandings/Essential Questions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signature Lessons 

● Students review and learn new grammar techniques for describing multiple items.  Students also learn new vocabulary related to craft materials. 

Resources 

●  

Textbook Alignment 

●  

Formative Assessment 

●  

Summative Assessment 

● Interpersonal: Have a conversation with a coworker about how to make a preschool craft with students. 
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Grade level – Level II  Time Allotted:     20   Days    
Content Area – American Sign Language 
Unit Name: Communities 
Subtheme: Occupations and Employment 

 

Strand TEKS Statement 

U
n
i
t 

TEKS 

Student Expectation/District Clarification 

Interpersonal 
communication: 
expressive and 
receptive 
signing 

The student communicates in ASL 
using expressive and receptive 
communication skills without voice.  
The student is expected to: 

2 1A 

 Engage in a variety of ASL exchanges of learned material to socialize and to provide and obtain 

information 

● I can talk to someone about finding a job. *IL 

● I can ask and answer questions during a job interview. 

 

  

1D 

Demonstrate appropriate usage of ASL phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and 
pragmatics 

● I can use turn taking signals during a job interview. *NH 

 

Interpretive 
communication: 
receptive 
signing 

The student communicates in ASL 
using expressive and receptive 
communication skills without 
voice.  The student is expected to: 

 

1B 

Demonstrate an understanding of basic ASL such as simple stories, everyday commands, and 
brief instructions when dealing with familiar topics 

● I can understand questions or statements about co-workers. *NH 

● I can understand questions about my work schedule. *IL 

 

Presentational 
communication: 
expressive 
signing 

The student communicates in ASL 
using expressive and receptive 
communication skills without 
voice.  The student is expected to: 

 

1C 

Convey information in ASL using familiar words, concepts, classifiers, phrases, and sentences to 
others without voice 

● I can describe where I want work and what I want do. *NH 

● I can describe a workplace. *IL 
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Content Vocabulary 

Become To advertise, advertising Apply Applicant Cash register 

Cashier To count Accountant Design Designer 

To hire, be hired Law Lawyer To measure Engineer 

Military Soldier Optometrist Physical therapy Physical therapist 

Program Programmer Teeth Dentist Therapy 

Therapist Wrench Mechanic, plumber Government Gas station 

Prison Factory Farm School Hospital 

Emergency Surgery Draw blood Player Secretary 

Mail man Firefighter Police Doctor Nurse 

Welder Librarian Janitor Artist Actor 

Waiter Photographer Engineer Journalist Technician 

Scientist Computer programmer President Teacher Principal 

Look for work Work Retire Quit Hire 

Fire Laid off Strike Earn Benefits 

Insurance Deductions Raise Resume Find job posting 

Fill out application Interview Impress boss Make schedule Available 

Enduring Understandings/Essential Questions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signature Lessons 

● Students will use agent markers, verb TO-BE, and BECOME to describe occupations. 

Resources 

●  

Textbook Alignment 

●  

Formative Assessment 

●  

Summative Assessment 

● Interpersonal: Have a conversation with a job coach or employee discussing future employment opportunities. 

 

 

Grade level – Level II  Time Allotted:     20   Days    
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Content Area – American Sign Language 
Unit Name: Communities 
Subtheme: Animals and Classifier Storytelling 

 

Strand TEKS Statement 

U
n
i
t 

TEKS 

Student Expectation/District Clarification 

Interpersonal 
communication: 
expressive and 
receptive 
signing 

The student communicates in ASL 
using expressive and receptive 
communication skills without voice.  
The student is expected to: 

2 
 

1A 

 Engage in a variety of ASL exchanges of learned material to socialize and to provide and obtain 

information 

● I can recognize and participate in large and small group animal activities. *NH 

  

1D 

Demonstrate appropriate usage of ASL phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and 
pragmatics 

● I can show animal behaviors using classifiers. *NH 

 

Interpretive 
communication: 
receptive 
signing 

The student communicates in ASL 
using expressive and receptive 
communication skills without 
voice.  The student is expected to: 

 

1B 

Demonstrate an understanding of basic ASL such as simple stories, everyday commands, and 
brief instructions when dealing with familiar topics 

● I can understand stories about an animal’s appearance and behavior. *NH 

 

Presentational 
communication: 
expressive 
signing 

The student communicates in ASL 
using expressive and receptive 
communication skills without 
voice.  The student is expected to: 

 

1C 

Convey information in ASL using familiar words, concepts, classifiers, phrases, and sentences to 
others without voice 

● I can retell a children’s story. *IL 

● I can participate in a performance of a skit or scene. 

     

     

     

     

     

Content Vocabulary 

Animal Dog Cat Horse Mule/donkey 

Cow Buffalo/bison Sheep Lamb Goat 

Pig Mouse Rat Rabbit Squirrel 

Skunk Bird Chicken Duck Rooster 

Turkey Eagle Owl Turtle Frog 

Fish Monkey Elephant Bear Lion 
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Tiger Giraffe Deer Kangaroo Fox 

Wolf Snake Butterfly Bee Spider 

Bug Worm Fly Mosquito Insect 

Wing Tail Dolphin Shark  

Enduring Understandings/Essential Questions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signature Lessons 

● Students will learn to use classifiers to describe the appearance and behavior of animals in comic strips. 

Resources 

●  

Textbook Alignment 

●  

Formative Assessment 

●  

Summative Assessment 

● Presentational: Create and sign a children’s story with animals and classifiers. 

● Interpersonal: Engage in the hearing community as a Deaf person. 
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Grade level – Level II  Time Allotted:     20   Days    
Content Area – American Sign Language 
Unit Name: Health and Wellness 
Subtheme: Cochlear Implants and Court 

 

Strand TEKS Statement 

U
n
i
t 

TEKS 

Student Expectation/District Clarification 

Interpersonal 
communication: 
expressive and 
receptive 
signing 

The student communicates in ASL 
using expressive and receptive 
communication skills without voice.  
The student is expected to: 

3 1A 

 Engage in a variety of ASL exchanges of learned material to socialize and to provide and obtain 

information 

● I can understand and explain various opinions related to issues in the Deaf 

community. *IL 

Interpretive 
communication: 
receptive 
signing 

The student communicates in ASL 
using expressive and receptive 
communication skills without 
voice.  The student is expected to: 

 

1B 

Demonstrate an understanding of basic ASL such as simple stories, everyday commands, and 
brief instructions when dealing with familiar topics 

● I can understand different forms of technology used for hearing losses. *NH 

● I can understand basic court scenarios. *IL 

 

Presentational 
communication: 
expressive 
signing 

The student communicates in ASL 
using expressive and receptive 
communication skills without 
voice.  The student is expected to: 

 

1C 

Convey information in ASL using familiar words, concepts, classifiers, phrases, and sentences to 
others without voice. 

● I can present my ideas about something I have learned. *IL 

● I can express my thoughts about a court case I have researched. 

 

     

     

     

     

     

Content Vocabulary 

Court Judge Jury Witness Defense 

Prosecution Convince Argument Proof Research 

Debate Verdict Innocent Guilty Rights 

Honor Leading Hearsay Irrelevant Badgering 

Support Against Sustained Overruled Responsibilities 

Sworn-in Rules Testimony Consequences Object 
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Victim Deaf Hearing Hard of hearing Cochlear implant 

Hearing aid Truth Lie   

Enduring Understandings/Essential Questions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signature Lessons 

● Students learn the different types, causes, and levels of hearing loss.  They also learn the difference between hearing aids and cochlear implants. 

Resources 

●  

Textbook Alignment 

●  

Formative Assessment 

●  

Summative Assessment 

● Presentational and Interpersonal: Participate in different roles in a courtroom trial. 
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Grade level – Level II  Time Allotted:     20   Days    
Content Area – American Sign Language 
Unit Name: Health and Wellness 
Subtheme: Food and Restaurant 

 

Strand TEKS Statement 

U
n
i
t 

TEKS 

Student Expectation/District Clarification 

Interpersonal 
communication: 
expressive and 
receptive 
signing 

The student communicates in ASL 
using expressive and receptive 
communication skills without voice.  
The student is expected to: 

3 1A 

 Engage in a variety of ASL exchanges of learned material to socialize and to provide and obtain 

information 

● I can understand and order at a restaurant. *NH 

 

Interpretive 
communication: 
receptive 
signing 

The student communicates in ASL 
using expressive and receptive 
communication skills without 
voice.  The student is expected to: 

 

1B 

Demonstrate an understanding of basic ASL such as simple stories, everyday commands, and 
brief instructions when dealing with familiar topics 

● I can understand the ingredients and steps in a simple recipe. *NH 

Presentational 
communication: 
expressive 
signing 

The student communicates in ASL 
using expressive and receptive 
communication skills without 
voice.  The student is expected to: 

 

1C 

Convey information in ASL using familiar words, concepts, classifiers, phrases, and sentences to 
others without voice 

● I can tell how to prepare something simple to eat. *NH 

● I can give multi-step instructions for preparing a recipe. *IL 

● I can explain my opinions and experiences in a restaurant review. 

 

     

     

     

     

     

Content Vocabulary 

Apple Banana Grapes Melon Peach 

Pineapple Potato Salad Strawberry Tomato 

Vegetable Fruit Bacon Butter Cheese 

Egg Hot dog Meat Milk Turkey 

Chicken Candy Chocolate Cookie Dessert 

Ice cream Pizza Sandwich Soup Spaghetti 
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Toast Bread Cereal French fries Hamburger 

Cook Boil Sprinkle Spread Roll 

Spoon out Mash Poach Bake Stir 

Chop Dice Flip Fry Grate 

Pour Lettuce Cake Carrot Coffee 

Corn Cotton candy Cracker Gravy/oil Honey 

Jam/jelly Jello Lemon/lemonade Lobster Onion 

Peanut Pepper Popcorn Roll/donut Salt 

Sugar Tea Taco Fajita Enchilada 

Lasagna Beans Crab Shrimp Tortilla 

Potato chip Tortilla chip Pie Vanilla Delicious 

Okay Strange Taste awful Disgusting Yuck 

Sweet Bitter Spicy Greasy Hostess 

Menu Reservation Order Main entrée Sides 

Double Tip Appetizer Spoon Fork 

Knife Bowl Cup Oven  

Enduring Understandings/Essential Questions 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Signature Lessons 

● Students use food and preparation vocabulary to describe ingredients and steps of a recipe. 

Resources 

●  

Textbook Alignment 

●  

Formative Assessment 

●  

Summative Assessment 

● Presentational: Create a video review of a restaurant experience. 

● Interpersonal:  Participate as a customer and server/chef in a restaurant. 

 

Grade level – Level II  Time Allotted:     20   Days    
Content Area – American Sign Language 
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Unit Name: Global and Deaf Awareness 
Subtheme: Countries and Travel 

 

Strand TEKS Statement 

U
n
i
t 

TEKS 

Student Expectation/District Clarification 

Interpersonal 
communication: 
expressive and 
receptive 
signing 

The student communicates in ASL 
using expressive and receptive 
communication skills without voice.  
The student is expected to: 4 1A 

 Engage in a variety of ASL exchanges of learned material to socialize and to provide and obtain 

information 

● I can ask and respond to simple questions about dates, times, places, and events. 

*NH 

● I can discuss vacation plans for a group. *IL 

 

Interpretive 
communication: 
receptive 
signing 

The student communicates in ASL 
using expressive and receptive 
communication skills without 
voice.  The student is expected to: 

 

1B 

Demonstrate an understanding of basic ASL such as simple stories, everyday commands, and 
brief instructions when dealing with familiar topics 

● I can understand reviews about positive and negative experiences. *NH 

Presentational 
communication: 
expressive 
signing 

The student communicates in ASL 
using expressive and receptive 
communication skills without 
voice.  The student is expected to: 

 

1C 

Convey information in ASL using familiar words, concepts, classifiers, phrases, and sentences to 
others without voice 

● I can describe a place I have visited or want to visit. *IL 

● I can describe holiday or vacation plans. 

 

     

     

     

     

     

Content Vocabulary 

Continent Africa Antarctica Asia Australia 

Europe North America South America Country World 

Geography East West USA Canada 

Mexico Spain France Italy Russia 

England Ireland Germany Holland Greece 

Egypt Israel India China Japan 

Korea Vietnam Leave/depart Arrive Hurry 

Travel around Vacation Visit Suitcase Car/drive 
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Ride Collision/accident Gasoline Parking Train 

Airplane/fly Traffic Ship Boat/sailboat Bicycle 

Rent Plan Wait Be patient Travel from place to place 

Been there (finish touch) Appointment/reserve Ticket Hotel/motel Elevator 

License Trip motorcycle   

Enduring Understandings/Essential Questions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signature Lessons 

● Students learn countries and continent vocabulary to explain an international location. 

Resources 

●  

Textbook Alignment 

●  

Formative Assessment 

●  

Summative Assessment 

● Presentational: Plan an international vacation for a family of four. 

● Interpersonal: Discuss an international vacation for a school group. 
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Grade level – Level II  Time Allotted:     20   Days    
Content Area – American Sign Language 
Unit Name: Global and Deaf Awareness 
Subtheme: News 

 

Strand TEKS Statement 

U
n
i
t 

TEKS 

Student Expectation/District Clarification 

Interpersonal 
communication: 
expressive and 
receptive 
signing 

The student communicates in ASL 
using expressive and receptive 
communication skills without voice.  
The student is expected to: 

4 1A 

 Engage in a variety of ASL exchanges of learned material to socialize and to provide and obtain 

information 

● I can discuss a current news story and create an alternate ending with a peer. *IL 

Interpretive 
communication: 
receptive 
signing 

The student communicates in ASL 
using expressive and receptive 
communication skills without 
voice.  The student is expected to: 

 

1B 

Demonstrate an understanding of basic ASL such as simple stories, everyday commands, and 
brief instructions when dealing with familiar topics 

● I can understand news stories from the Deaf community. *IL 

Presentational 
communication: 
expressive 
signing 

The student communicates in ASL 
using expressive and receptive 
communication skills without 
voice.  The student is expected to: 

 

1C 

Convey information in ASL using familiar words, concepts, classifiers, phrases, and sentences to 
others without voice 

● I can participate in a performance of a skit or a scene. *IL 

● I can express my thoughts about a current event I have learned about or researched.  

 

     

     

     

     

     

Content Vocabulary 

News Newscaster Top story Breaking news Anchor 

Reporter Weather report Commercial/advertisement Sportscaster News team 

Video/to record Camera man Producer Director audience 

Crime Prison/jail Thief Kidnap Murder 

Drugs Car chase Economy Finance Politics 

Republican Democrat Elect President Vice president 

Government Mayor Senate Gas Cost 

Expensive Gallon Oil War Terrorism 
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Explosion Bomb Gun Tank Military 

Soldier Health Cancer Diabetes Weight 

Insurance Diet Exercise Medicine Health care 

Weather Natural disaster Tornado Hurricane Storm 

Flood Earthquake Sports Win Lose 

Versus Play Game Celebrities Fashion 

Model Award Environment Pollution Fire 

Flower Sun Moon Nature Global warming 

Local Allen Dallas Fort Worth Richardson 

Plano McKinney Garland Frisco Construction 

Remodel     

Enduring Understandings/Essential Questions 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Signature Lessons 

● Students learn and use topics from news stories to create a fictional news story. 

Resources 

●  

Textbook Alignment 

●  

Formative Assessment 

●  

Summative Assessment 

● Presentational: Create a news broadcast with news stories 

● Interpersonal: Discuss news stories with a peer. 

 


